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till the next session of the Congress. I confess, I feel overwhelmed by the
tremendous responsibility that the position carries with it. I would have been
happy to be left alone to work in my own humble way in my corner of the
country, but the nation's call may not be disobeyed and I am here at your service.
I am fully conscious of my limitations, and I have sense enough to know thai
this signal mark of confidence is not meant as a personal tribute, but is only a token
of appreciation of the little contribution that my poor province has been able to
make during the recent struggle and of the sympathy which it has been its good
fortune to receive in such ample measure in its recent unprecedented calamity. It
rests, however, with you to help me by your unstinted support and co-operation
to carry on the difficult duties you have entrusted to me.

SUFFERINGS OF BIHAR

Coming as I do from ft province which, during tht last ten* months or so, has
been particularly selected as the victim of Nature's wrath, I desire to convey my
heartfelt thanks to the country, which has shown practical sympathy with the
people stricken by phenomenal earthquake followed by huge floods. The response,
which has come from all quarters and from all classes of people, inhabiting this
vast country and from Indians abroad, and from foreigners shows conclusively that
if the disaster was unprecedented in its magnitude, the sympathy and fellow-feeling
it evoked was equally unparalleled. There have been disasters in the past, which
though not so vast in extent, were still some of the greatest recorded in history,
and yet the country was never before roused to such a pitch of active sympathy,
As the national feeling has grown and pervaded the country at large, the wail of
people in a corner of Northern India has resounded and re-echoed from one end
to the other and drawn out not only cash but tears and personal service. As the
Bihar Central Belief Committee said in one of its early statements : "Out of the
great tragedy that has overwhelmed Bihar and taken its heavy toll of death and
destruction and sorrow, some enduring good has come in the shape of a united
nation joined together in a common sorrow and common effort to overcome it,
having faith in each other and forgetting the petty differences that seemed so
trivial in the face of a mighty disaster."

BECENT HISTORY

The Congress movement has passed through various phases during the last
fifty years of its existence. One would feel tempted to take a birds-eye-view of its
hope and aspirations, its weaknesses and failures, its successes and triumphs. But
I would resist that temptation except in so far as recent history may be necessary
to elucidate the present and enable us to lay out a programme for the future,

It will be recalled that the last regular session of the Congress was held at Karachi
in March 1931, soon after the Gandhi-Irwin Pact. It was much to bo hoped that
that Pact would open a way to permanent peace between Britain and India but
that was not to be, Now that Civil Disobedience has been suspended it would be
useless to go into a detailed examination of the circumstances, which forced the
hands of the Congress to re-start Civil Disobedience after Mabatma-Gandhi's return
from the Second Round Table Conference. I would content myself by stating that
at every step the object of the authors of the Pact was frustrated by the officials
who were in charge of affairs and had to give effect to -its provisions. Lord Irwin
had retired. Lord Willingdon had come in and there was undisguised resentment
in official circles at what was regarded as a surrender on the part of Lord Irwin,
and the moment he was away from the scene, a complete change in the Govern-
ment policy came about and preparations were set afoot to take the Congress by
surprise as soon as the Bound Table Conference was over. It was known the
Government could not afford5 and did not attend to accept the demands of the
Congress. Events in England also proved favourable to this scheme of things. The
Labour Government had resigned. The National Government with a big Conser-
vative majority was formed and the whole policy of Lord Irwin and Mr. Wedgwood
Benn was reversed. When Mahatma Gandhi returned from England he found
himself faced with a situation which seemed to have been very carefully and
meticulously prepared. An excuse was found in what was wrongly described and
advertised as a No-Bent Campaign in the United Provinces, but which was really
nothing more than suspension of payment pending negotiations, which had been
goicg on between the Government on the one side and the Congress leaders on the